
Q X  D I A R Y 

The festive season is almost upon us  - a time 
for being together with those we love, but 
also for thinking of others less fortunate than 
ourselves. 

The Christmas Story reminds us that the heart 
of God reaches out especially to those for 
whom life is a struggle and difficult, and the story is a reminder to 
all of us to be open to the stranger and the marginalised in our 
communities. In a world which at times feels likes its breaking apart, 
we hope this Christmas will be a time when we as a community can 
come together.  

Please join us over the Christmas Season at some of the services and 
events listed in QXConnect.  We’ll be delighted to have your 
company.

        Rev Scott Rennie
         Queen’s Cross Church
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Queen’s Cross Parish Church
Albyn Place, Aberdeen, AB10 1YN

Office open Monday-Friday    9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
01224 644742

www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk
www.facebook.com/queenscross

@queenscross
Find us on iTunes!

Administrator: Marina Vega
office@queenscrosschurch.org.uk

Minister: Rev Scott Rennie
srennie@churchofscotland.org.uk

Queen’s Cross Church of Scotland is a charity registered in 

Scotland. No. SC002019

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  
WITH US! 

For options and pricing, 
contact us.

Business Carol Service
Thursday 15 December, 12.45 pm

Christmas Family Celebration
Sunday 18 December, 10.30 am

Christmas Carols around the Tree
Sunday 18 December, 6.00 pm

Christmas Eve Family Service with Christingles 
Saturday 24 December, 6.30 pm

Christmas Eve Watchnight Worship by Candlelight
Saturday 24 December, 11.30 pm

Christmas Day Service
Sunday 25 December, 10.30 am

Christmas Together?

Don’t miss a date!

C O N N E C TQ X
www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk
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Community News

Aberdeen Youth Music Theatre’s 
Auditions coming soon! 
For two nights in November the Aberdeen Youth Music Theatre 
staged their production “Sounds Sensational “16” and it certainly 
did sound sensational. All three YMT groups together presented a 
thrilling evening’s entertainment with well-known songs from stage 
and screen musicals.

For budding “X” factor hopefuls who are between 11 and 21 years of 
age and who would like to join this fantastic theatre group auditions 
commence in January. To find out more information, visit their web 
site at http://www.youthmusictheatreuk.org/auditions/aberdeen-
performer

AYMT forthcoming performances

Senior AYMT: Pirates of Penzance, Tivoli Theatre, 29 March to 1 April. 
Tickets on sale from the 5 December.

Junior AYMT: Seussical, Tivoli Theatre, 3 to 6 May. Tickets on sale from 
the 30 January.

Intermediate AYMT: Footloose, Tivoli Theatre, 7 to 10 June. Tickets on 
sale from the 30 January.

Christmas at Queen’s Cross

Business Carol Service
Thursday 15 December, 12.45 pm
Christmas is a time for celebration 
and festive good cheer, so no doubt 
there will be many an office party 
held within the QX Parish this coming 
festive season. So why not take part in 
the real spirit of Christmas and come 
along to our special Queen’s Cross 
Church Neighbourhood Business 
Community Carol Service on Thursday 
15th December at 12.45? Afterwards 
join in the Christmas Spirit with other 
members of the business community 
with tea, coffee and hot mince pies. We 
look forward to seeing you!

Christmas Family Celebration
Sunday 18 December, 10.30 am
What would Christmas be without a 
nativity?  Join us for a ‘pop up’ nativity 
and all age service as we look forward 
to Christmas.  If you pop up, we’ll 
provide you with all you need to be a 
Shepherd or Angel.  Maybe you can 
even ‘star’ (get it?!) as Mary or Joseph?  
At our Sunday morning service before 
Christmas we’ll have songs and fun to 
get us thinking about the Christmas 
story for ourselves.  Do come and join 
us!

Christmas Carols around the Tree
Sunday 18 December, 6.00 pm
On the Sunday before Christmas 

a group from Queen’s Cross 
will be carolling round the 

neighbourhood as usual, 
but this year we are 
planning to meet together 
back at the giant Christmas 

tree outside in the Church’s 
forecourt, where we’ll have 

some carol singing accompanied 
by a choir from Albyn School.  We 

want you to join us!  And to keep us 
all warm and in tune, our good friends 
at Cognito (a neighbourhood coffee 
house in St Swithin Street) have agreed 
to provide hot chocolate for everyone.  
So bring your 
family, children, 
grandchildren for 
some music and 
hot chocolate to 
get you in the 
Christmas Spirit.

Christmas Eve Family Service with 
Christingles 
Saturday 24 December, 6.30 pm
Christmas Eve wouldn’t be the same 
without our family Christingle service.  
The church is always packed with 
people of all ages, coming together 
on Christmas Eve to join together and 
celebrate.  We will finish off with Mince 
Pies and Coffee, and there’s still plenty  
of time to get home and be in bed 
before Santa Claus gets to the Granite 
City!  It’s an occasion not to be missed!

Christmas Eve Watchnight Worship 
by Candlelight
Saturday 24 December, 11.30 pm
A very busy Sanctuary is filled with 
people joining together to usher in 
Christmas, and to reflect by candlelight 
on the meaning of the Christmas Story 
and what it has to say for our lives 
in the world today.  This service is 
always a very thoughtful and moving 
experience as we welcome Christmas 
Day with others, and even if strangers 
that night we become friends.

Christmas Day Service
Sunday 25 December, 10.30 am
Join us for the Christmas Day service, 
readings and carols in the programme. 

Winter 2016/2017QX CONNECT D I A R Y 
DECEMBER

Sunday 4 December
Second Sunday in Advent
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship - Gift Service 
 & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

Monday 5 December
19:30    Aberdeen Chamber Music  
 Concert
 Sanctuary

Sunday 11 December
Third Sunday in Advent
10:30 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Upstairs Hall
16:00 Messy Church
 Sanctuary & Main Hall

Thursday 15 December
12:45 Carol Business Service
	 Followed	by	tea,	coffe	and		
 mince pies
 Sanctuary & Main Hall

Sunday 18 December
Fourth Sunday in Advent
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary
10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary  
18:00 Carol Singing 
 with hot chocolate and mince  
 pies from Cognito
 Lounge

Satrurday 24 December
18:30  Family Worship 
 & Christingle Service
23:30 Watchnight service
 Sanctuary

Sunday 25 December
10:30 Christmas Day Worship
 Sanctuary 

Messy Church
Sunday 11 December, 4.00pm

All primary aged children and their 
carers are welcome to join us for our 
Christmas themed Messy Church on 
Sunday 11 December. 

Messy Church is a form of church for children and adults that involves 
creativity, celebration and hospitality. Messy Church meets about 
once a quarter from 4:00-6:00 p.m. Messy Church is FUN with lots of 
crafts, stories, games and songs before the meal shared together. All 
are welcome. 

To join us for Messy Church, contact the church office (01224 644742).
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JANUARY

Sunday 1 January
10:30 New Year’s Day Worship 
 Sanctuary 

Sunday 8 January
10:30 Breakfast Communion &  
 Worship
 Sanctuary 
 Sunday Club
 Session Room

Sunday 15 January
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary

10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Session Room 

Monday 16 January
19:30 Aberdeen Chamber Music  
 Concert
 Sanctuary

Sunday 22 January
9:00 TED Talk
10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Session Room

Sunday 29 January
10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Session Room
19:00 Sunday @6:30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Music at QX
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Monday 5 December 
Kapten Piano Trio
7.30 pm
Mozart Piano Trio in G,  K564, Ravel 
Piano Trio in A minor, Schubert 
Piano Trio no 2 in E flat, op.100 D29

Monday 16 January
Susan Tomes (piano)
Lecture Recital
7.30 pm
Debussy: Image Series 1, Beethoven 
Sonata in E op. 109

Monday 20 February
The Piatti String Quartet
7.30 pm
Haydn Quartet in C, op. 20 no. 2, 
Joseph Phibbs Quartet (2014), 
Turina La oración del torero, 
Brahms Quartet in C minor op. 51 
no.1

Tickets available from Aberdeen 
Box Office, His Majestry’s Theatre, 
or at the door on the night from 
7 pm.

£12.00 single concert tickets price, 
or £6.00 concession

Aberdeen Chamber Music 
Concerts in QX Sanctuary

Albyn School will be performing Godspell in the school’s 
Centenary  Hall from Wednesday 24 February till Friday 
26 February 2017.  

A Broadway Success in Aberdeen!
When Godspell, the blockbuster rock opera originally 
produced by Stephen Schwartz, was first performed 
on Broadway in 1971, it broke new ground in its stage 
treatment of the historical Jesus Christ. Based on the Gospel 
according to St Matthew, the play deals with the last days 
of Jesus. Now Godspell arrives to Aberdeen and it will be 
performed by students at Albyn School 
using “unique technology”. 

Godspell in Today’s Context
This exciting production has added a 
few new spins to the original idea, while 
sticking true to its philosophy.  The first 
spin is that both Jesus and Judas are 
played by women, two young students 
who have embraced their roles making 
them credible and relevant.  

The second and probably the greatest 
spin is the setting.  The production team 
decided that with everything going on 
in the world at the moment the show 
should be brought up to date and so 
this production is set in a refugee camp.  
Cast members are refugees, guards, 
care workers who all interact within the 
camp.

Staying true to Stephen’s original idea, the show presents 
the situations from 2000 years ago but in today’s context 
with some of the world’s current problems such as Syria and 
the refugee crisis, Brexit, and the US elections.

Welcome Technology
The production moves away from the original ideas of 
clowns and the circus setting and choses to tell each story 
in different role play scenarios referencing current modern 
issues.  The costumes are simple and much of the inner 
thought processes of the characters will be portrayed by 
LED lights which are worn by the cast which develop a way 
to convey moods as the lights change intensity.  This way 
the audience will be able to see the inner thoughts of the 
characters in real time, reflecting those that are with Jesus, 
those who are against and those who are undecided.

The use of technology makes for a more visually stimulating 
and coherent performance for the audience and a very 
talented young cast have worked hard to put on this exciting 
performance and cannot wait to share their new, grittier 
interpretation of Stephen Schwartz’s GODSPELL.  

Albyn School students bring Godspell to Aberdeen!

This exciting 
production has 

added a few new 
spins to Stephen 

Schwartz’s 
original idea, 
while sticking 

true to its 
philosophy. 

Sunday @ 6.30 series

     Sunday 29 January at 7.00 pm
     Nadzieja Choir
     Polish choir NADZIEJA, which means Hope.

     IMPORTANT: This 6.30 series concert will
     exceptionally start at 7 pm instead of 6.30 pm

     Sunday 5 February at 6.30 pm
     Newhills Ensemble 
     with Dr Andrew Morrisson (organ)
     Poulenc Organ Concerto.

     Tickets, £5 or £3 for under 18s, 
     at the door from 6.00 pm
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From the Back of the Pews 
Jane’s in a jam this Christmas!
Yes, and lots of it no doubt. There are not many in the QX congregation 
who have not tasted Jane Clark’s delicious home-made preserves, and 
during this festive period there will certainly be an even greater demand 
for these tasty treats. 

QX CONNECT: So when did this interest 
in jam making start…?

Jane: I first started making jams to use up 
surplus fruit from my allotments in 2002.  
However, over the years they became 
more and more productive and I found 
myself making industrial quantities.  

QX CONNECT: So what do you do with 
all those jams? And more recently you 
have added marmalade to your range 
too?  

Jane: You sell them, of course, and the 
congregation were only too willing to pay 
for the fruits of my labours especially as 
the proceeds were going to worthy 
causes.  The bulk of the fund raising from 2004 – 2010 went to the “ World 
Vision” and that enabled them to provide, for example, eye operations, wheel 
chairs, financial relief for the 
Bangladesh Cyclone Water Aid  
and even to build a house for a 
teacher in Ethiopia enabling a 
school to get started for the 
children!

Thanks to Jane’s hard work in 
the kitchen, she has raised over 
£25,000 for charities, both 
national and international, and 
to keep this good cause going 
all we have to do is just keep on 
eating Jam. Nothing could be 
sweeter…Just think of it!

Eco Group News

Queen’s Cross Church is a 
member of Eco-
Congregation Scotland 

(ECS), which is a charity offering a programme to 
enthuse and equip churches to weave environmental 
issues into their everyday life. ECS encourages 
churches to take part in their award process which 
recognises achievements in Spiritual, Practical and 
Global living.

QX received their first award for spiritual living in 
2007 and their second award for practical living in 
2011, and in September the Church was assessed 
and received their third award for global living. 
The assessors commended the congregation for re-

use and recycling, for our work in partnership with 
the RSPB, for the use of motion sensors in the 
Church hallways to reduce electricity use, and for 
using QX Connect as a 
tool for sharing good 
ecological practice.  

Well done to Sheila 
Tuckwood and the QX 
Eco team for all their 
effort and hard work 
as QX Church is only 
the second church in 
NE Scotland to achieve 
this acclaim.

Oh, Don’t Throw That Away! I can use it!
How many of us, when clearing out a cupboard in the house or the garden shed come 
across something or other that is perfectly all right, but because it’s no longer used is 
thrown away? Well stop, it may be of no use to you but it certainly is useful to someone 
else. Here’s what you do. Take it to the A.C.C. Refuse Recycling Centre at Hazlehead and 
they will process it. All items from vacuum cleaners, tables, chairs, kettles, toasters etc. are 
sold and the proceeds put back in the community. Simple isn’t it?

The A.C.C. Refuse Recycling Centre at Hazlehead is well laid out and offers a one stop 
“Drop Off” for disposing of 
all your waste materials 
from garden waste, glass, 
metals, timber and wood. 
It’s interesting to know 
that recycling 1kg of 
aluminium saves up to 6kg 
of bauxite (the raw material 
for aluminium), 4kg of 
chemical products and 14 
kWh of electricity. If all the 
aluminium cans in the UK 
were recycled there would 
be 14 million fewer full 
dustbins each year.

Community Spotlight

D I A R Y 
FEBRUARY

Sunday 5 February
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge
10:30 Worship & Sunday Club 
 Sanctuary & Session Room
6:30 Sunday @6:30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Sunday 12 February
10:50 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Session Room  

Sunday 19 February
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary
10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Session Room 

Sunday 26 February
9:00 TED Talk
 Sanctuary
10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Session Room 

Queen’s Cross gets third Eco Congregational Award
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QUEEN’S CROSS NURSERY  

So what was it like all 
those years ago when 
the QX Nursery started? Someone who needs no 
introduction is Ruth Sturgeon, the first Nursery 
teacher who ran it for 17 years.

Ruth: When it opened in 1971 we catered for 24 
minors aged from about three to five years old, and 
it was open for five days a week. There were not 
many working mums then so some of the children 
just came for a couple of mornings a week.

QX CONNECT: What 
kind of a nursery was 
it then?
Ruth: It was very 
much a pre-school 
experience where we 
adopted the Frobel 
method of teaching, 
it was learning by 
discovery. The 
children interacted 
with each other and 
thoroughly enjoyed 
their experience with 
us.
How has the nursery 
changed over the 
past 45 years? 
Michelle Stephen 
who now runs and 
manages the nursery 
says there have been 
many changes.

Michelle: Today 
there is more 
legislation that has to 

be taken into consideration and that of course 
brings in a lot of paperwork too. Recent Care 
Inspectorate Reports have praised the support 
nursery staff give to all the children in a friendly 
environment nad how well they implement the early 
years stage of the Curriculum for Excellence. 

45
        years old...

November 12th saw  
QX Nursery celebrate 
forty	 five	 years	
providing a safe and 
s t i m u l a t i n g 
environment for pre-
school children. To 
mark this very 
special occasion 
there was a grand 
birthday party held 
in the nursery with 
stalls,	tea	and	coffee,	
along with tasty 
treats and, for the 
little ones, a range of 
activities including 
face painting. There 
was even an 
assortment of photos 
from the nursery’s 
past which might  be 
described as QX’s 
very own rogues’ 
gallery!

...and still 
looking younger 

than a six year old!

QX Nursery, 
Employer 
of the Year
The QX Nursery is going from 
strength to strength and no better 
a birthday present than to receive 
the Employer of the Year Award at 
the Pride of Aberdeen Awards 
2016! 

Well done to all.


