
Q X  D I A R Y 

May and June are always good months for weather in Aberdeen, 
and this spring has been no exception as the granite facades 
have basked in the sunshine, and gardens all around our 
community have burst into colour and life. As summer 
approaches, our minds turn to time off work and the general 
busyness of life, for a better balance between work and rest in 
our daily lives. Perhaps you are heading off during the summer, 
on holiday to visit and explore places you’ve never been before.  

Maybe you are headed back to familiar places you are fond of 
and regularly travel to or perhaps you’ll visit those you love. 
Whatever the summer holds, I do hope it will mean an 
opportunity to take a break from the regular routine, bringing 
a time of refreshing renewal.

The days of sabbatarianism are long gone in our part of 
Scotland, and few people would mourn their loss, but a day of 
rest did at least have this to recommend itself – it recognised 

the necessity of a break from work in the rhythm of 
life, and the need to value things other than 
productivity and work.

May you find a time of renewal this summer.

Kind regards,

         Rev Scott Rennie
          Queen’s Cross Church
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Some Enchanted 
Evening
Friday 29 July, 7:00 p.m. 
A meal, wine and performance

Now that summer is upon us, 
what better way to celebrate this 
time of the year than by coming 
to the QX Summer Celebration on 
Friday 29 July at 7:00 p.m. for a 7:30 p.m. start.

It will most certainly be “Some enchanted evening” 
where you will enjoy a delicious three-course dinner and 
be entertained between courses by the voices of Moira 
Docherty and Richard Sidaway, singing a selection of songs 
from stage and screen.

Moira is well known to QX as she is a member of the choir 
and is also the principal artist in Tayside Opera. Richard is a 
classically trained tenor who has performed leading roles in 
London’s West End productions, such as the Phantom of the 
Opera and Les Miserables.

An elegant meal, wine and the voices of two accomplished 
artists mark an occasion not to be missed. Tickets are £25 
and can be purchased from the church office. 

Queen’s Cross 
Redevelopment

Queen’s Cross Church is in the process of remodelling of our 
facilities to provide a better and more modern community 
hub in the West End of the city. We hope these new facilities 
will be of great benefit to the community. 

New Coffee House
At the centre of our redevelopment is a coffee house selling 
quality coffee and food, and offering a space for local people 
to meet and relax with friends. We also plan on it being a 
venue for coffee house talks on everything from science to 
the expressive arts. 

New Nursery Premises
The fantastic Queen’s Cross Nursery will also receive new fit 
to provide better accommodation and outdoor space for 
the children. 

In order to raise funds for the project, we have a program of 
exciting events and we do hope you can join us! 

QUEEN’S CROSS NURSERY  

Nursery Opening Times: 
8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Whole day, morning and afternoon sessions 
Morning session until noon - 3+ funded
Aftrernoon session from 1:00 p.m. - 2+

Because your child’s 
development and 

well-being comes first

For further information:
nursery@queenscrosschurch.org.uk

Phone: 01224 515182 ext 4

Gr

ow
ing Up Together

Daily Outdoor Play
Welcoming Staff

Very Good Care Inspectorate Evaluations

School Term Calendar
Open Door Policy

Come and Visit Us at Any Time!

QX CONNECT Summer  2016.indd   2 10/06/2016   11:59:10



3Summer 2016

News

Kid’s Minecraft Club
Eight year old Finlay Hall, a Mile End 
Primary School student and favourite 
smiling face around Queen’s Cross, 
has taken it upon himself to start up a 
Kid’s Minecraft Club. The club will 
meet the first Sunday morning of 
each month at 9:00 a.m. during the 
monthly Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in 
the church lounge. Kids are welcome 
to come along with their dad, brother 
or grandad for a hot breakfast and a 
great time. Join in the Minecraft fun 
with Finlay and his dad, Stuart!

Upcoming Men’s Breakfast and Kid’s 
Minecraft Club Dates:

Sunday 3 July and Sunday 7 August

D I A R Y 
JULY

Friday 1 July
19:00 A Scottish Fiddle Journey 
 with Alastair Savage
 Sanctuary 

Sunday 3 July
9:00 Men’s Breakfast 
 & Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship, Sanctuary

Sunday 10 July
10:30 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary

11:30 Monthly Fellowship Meal
 Hall

Friday 15 July
19:30 Opera Bohemia, Sanctuary

Sunday 17 July
9:30 Traditional Worship, 
 Sanctuary

10:30  All Age Worship, Sanctuary

Sunday 24 July
10:30 Worship, Sanctuary

Friday 29 July
19:00 Some Enchanted Evening
 See page 2 for  more details

Saturday 30 July to 6 August 
 Aberdeen International Youth  
 Festival
 See Page 4 for more details

Sunday 31 July
10:30 Worship, Sanctuary

Saturday 13 August 
A Posh Afternoon Tea 
with Sweet Adelines
2:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Friday 26 August  
Quiz Night!
7:30 p.m. for an 8:00 p.m. start,                   
Sanctuary

Saturday 10 September
Giant Coffee Morning with Stalls
10:00 a.m., Hall and Lounge

Thursday 29 September
Fashion Show
7:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Wednesday 30 November 
Floral Demonstration
7:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Other Dates for your Diary!!!

A Touch of H
um

our

“ He’s been practising Life Saving!”

Himalayan Yoga Trip 
Beyond the Clouds and Moira Donald 
are joining their efforts to organise a 
17-day journey of self-discovery to 
the Himalayas from the 24 March to 
9 April 2017.

Combining the magic of Nepal’s 
stunning scenery with staying at a 
charity project, trekking and yoga 
practice, the trip will allow you to 
discover one of the world’s most 
fascinating travel destinations.

Moira Donald has been practicing 
yoga for over 30  years and has 
experience in 
similar trips 
within this 
organisation.

The funds 
c o l l e c t e d 
with this 
journey will 
be invested 
in education 
projects in Nepal with  
First Steps Himalaya (Beyond the 
Clouds), a New Zealand based 
charitable trust.

If you are interested in 
participating in this trip, or for 
more information, visit 
www.beyondtheclouds.org.nz
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Music in QX

Once again, Queen’s 
Cross is involved 
with the Aberdeen 
International Youth Festival, one of the longest running 
festivals in the city, and a recognised celebration of young 
people in the performing arts. The church will host some of 
the festival’s classical and chamber performances in the 
Sanctuary, as well as a joint production from Opera North 
and Scottish Opera. There will also be a workshop and 
performance for families led by the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland Voices.

Aberdeen International Youth Festival has had a long 
association with Queen’s Cross, and over many years they 
have presented outstanding performances from very 
talented young musicians from all over the world. Last 
summer, the particular highlights include two young 
Russian brothers playing piano and balalaika, and the 
performances of Benjamin Britten’s opera ‘Noye’s Fludde’, 
which involved local singers and the audience- a real 
community event.

We are delighted that AIYF will be presenting some of their 
musical events here again this summer.  They will be 
bringing in a wide range of performers, from quintets to 
choirs to opera, from the US, the Czech Republic, Moravia, 
Indonesia, Canada and the UK. 

We look forward to 
all these AIYF  
performances, but 

there are two that are of particular interest:

The North Shore Celtic 
Ensemble from 
Canada will perform 
on Sunday 31 July. This 
will be their second 
visit to Queen’s Cross. 
The ensemble came 
two years ago when 
they joined members 
of the Dutch National 
Youth Orchestra for a 
workshop with Scottish 
Ensemble. The Dutch 
(all classically trained) 
were somewhat wary 
of a group that 
specialised in Celtic 
fiddle music. During 
the supper break 
between the rehearsal 
and the performance, 
North Shore suddenly 
gave an informal 30 minute demonstration of their skill in 
fiddle playing and the Dutch were entranced. It was magical 
and something never to be forgotten, and so informally 
encapsulated the spirit of the Youth Festival, has as groups 
from so many different countries and so many different 
traditions join together and share their art.

On Sunday 5 August, Scottish Opera Connect Company 
and Opera North Youth Chorus will perform two short 
operas by Kurt Weill (most known for ‘The Threepenny 
Opera’ and its famous song ‘Mac The Knife’). The two operas 
that will be performed are ‘Down in the Valley’ and ‘Der 
Jasager’, each lasting about 45 minutes.

For the full festival programme at venues 
throughout the City and Shire, visit www.aiyf.org. 
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D I A R Y 
AUGUST

Sunday 7 August 
9:00 Men’s Breakfast 
 & Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship, Sanctuary

Saturday 13 August
14:30 Posh Afternoon Tea with  
 Sweet Adelines
 Sanctuary

Sunday 14 August
10:30 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary

11:30 Monthly Fellowship Meal
 Hall

Saturday 20 August
10:00 Craft Fair

Sunday 21 August
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary

10:30  All Age Worship, Sanctuary

Friday 26 August
19:30 Quiz Night!

Sunday 28 August
10:30 Worship, Sanctuary

AIYF performances 
@ QX 
Saturday 30 July
Moravian Woodwind Quintet, 
Czech Republic and 
Madison Youth Choir, USA
7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: £9.90/6.60

Sunday 31 July
World Music Night, including the North 
Shore Celtic Ensemble, Canada and the Tim 
Muhibah Angklung Orchestra, Indonesia.
7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: £9.90/6.60

Tuesday 2 August
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland Voices- 
Families Concert (please note this event 
will take place in the church hall). 
11:00 a.m. 
Tickets: £6.60

Friday 5 August
Scottish Opera Connect Company & 
Opera North Youth Chorus, performing 
two new operas by composer Kurt Weill. 
4:00 p.m. or 8:00 p.m. 
Tickets: £9.90/6.60

Saturday 6 August
Up Close & Musical 
North East of Scotland Music School 
performers (to be announced in July, 
Please visit www.aiyf.org for information). 
11:00 a.m. 
Tickets: £6.60

Other Concerts @ QX
Friday 1 July  
A Scottish Fiddle Journey
7:00 p.m.
Alastair Savage (violin) returns with
‘Alone with History’. A very special evening 
of Scottish fiddle music featuring music 
by Niel Gow, J Scott Skinner, Burns and 
Alastair’s own compositions.
Tickets £8, or £6 concession (children 
under 12 free) at the door from 6:30 p.m. 

Friday 15 July  
Opera Bohemia
7:30 pm
Scotland’s professional touring company 
presents La Traviata.
Tickets from aberdeenperformingarts.com 
(Aberdeen Box Office) or at the door on 
the night from 7:00 p.m.
Further info:  operabohemia.co.uk

Saturday 30 July – 
Saturday 6 August
Aberdeen International Youth Festival
Please visit www.aiyf.org for full 
information on all events that will take 
place at Queen’s Cross Church throughout 
the week.

Our informal Sunday @ 6:30 Concert Series 
evenings restart on Sunday 4 September 
when pianist Colin Sinclair will present 
a programme which will include music 
by Bach, Chopin, Schumann, Liszt and 
Rachmaninov.  Tickets, £5 or £3 for under 
18s, will be available at the door from 
6:00 p.m.

For more information, 
please visit our website:  
www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk 

For the full festival programme at venues 
throughout the City and Shire, visit www.aiyf.org. 

Hall Lets
Queen’s Cross Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like to 
enquire about a hall let, please contact 
the office or email
bookings@queenscroscchurch.org.uk
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Eco Group News
“What will we do differently tomorrow?”

Members of the QX Eco Group, along with 
over 100 delegates, attended the Annual 
Eco-Congregational Scotland gathering 
and AGM held in Perth on 23 April. 

After the business of the AGM, the Director of RSPB (Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds) Scotland, along with the 
Conservation Director of A Rocha UK, spoke about the need 
for partnership and collaboration between the RSPB and 

faith communities, inviting Eco-Congregation 
Scotland to join them in conserving nature in Scotland. 
All were invited and challenged to think about our 
own attitudes toward wildlife and conservation, from 
birds to whales to all things that crawl along the 
ground. How can we make a difference?

For those of us who would like to see more wildlife visiting 
our gardens,  the following web site is full of tips and 
initiatives to assist you:
http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org

From the Back of the Pews.
Garden Masters
Many of us admire the beautiful floral displays that have 
been so creatively placed in the church on Sunday 
mornings. Arrangers of bouquets, who have dedicated 
incredible time and patience, have been recognized in 
the order of service, and quite rightly so. 

However, what about the magnificently tended, 
herbaceous borders and pathways surrounding the 
church and the nursery garden, together with the pots 
and tubs that we all find so uplifting? Together, they add 
a blaze of colour with perky spring flowers, welcoming 
all who enter the church. 

Who is responsible for keeping these beautiful borders? Two of our 
green fingered church members, Heather Michie and Callum Scott, 
take time out from the pews to tend the gardens of Queen’s Cross 
Church for the benefit of all. 

Our garden expert 
Heather has been a member of QX for many a year and was married 
at the church. Coming from a farming background, it seemed only 
natural that she would go on to study a related subject. In time, she 
earned an MA degree in Garden and Landscape Design. As well as 
tending to the church’s garden, Heather helps out at the Manse 
garden and is a member of the Church’s Floral Group. 

A blossoming talent
Callum, a 26 year-old Msc graduate from Aberdeen University who 
hopes to become a Primary School teacher, became interested in 
gardening as a young boy tending his grandmother’s garden in 

Miltimber. He takes great pleasure in watching the changing seasons influence the garden, 
especially his alliums. Although Callum has only been a member of Queen’s Cross Church for a 
short while, he certainly has become a valued member of the congregation.

Thanks to both for their hard work. Our hearts bloom with joy!

Heather Michie

Community Spotlight

Callum Scott
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NCT Bumps & Babies

   National Childbirth Trust is a support 
network of new mums and mums-to-be 
that meets on a weekly basis to  chat 
about the adventures, achievements, revelations and struggles with our new 
babies and to make friends along the way.

Join us any Thursday from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. on a drop-in basis in the 
Queen’s Cross Church Lounge (donation of £2). Our group is suitable for mums-
to-be and babies 0-12 months. We join each other for a cup of tea/coffee whilst 
our babies relax on the equipment provided. The Queen’s Cross group is run by 
NCT volunteers but is open to members and non-members. All are welcome!
Please find us on Facebook!

A “Hole” Lot of History  
The remarkable stone granite that drove an industry for more than 200 years and 
shaped our city, will now help to maintain its heritage thanks to a new initiave in 
Aberdeen.

Rubislaw Quarry, once the largest man-made hole in Europe and source of 75% 
of the granite buildings and monuments in Aberdeen, is widely responsible for 
the city being known as “The Granite City”, whose famous granite was sent around 
the world. 

The Rubislaw Quarry Heritage Centre 
will create a unique and iconic place to 
celebrate the granite industry and 
Aberdeen’s love affair with granite.

It all began in 1680, when surface 
stones were cleared from an area 
called the “Hill of Rubislaw”. This plot 
of land was famous in its own right, as 
it was part of “The Freedom Lands” owned by Robert the Bruce. Even after gifting 
the land to the Burgh of Aberdeen in the 14th century, it was a a favourite place 
he would often visit to go hunting.

By 1740, more of this sparkling, robust granite stone was needed, so quarrying 
began in earnest at what is now know as Rubislaw Quarry.

Less than 100 years later, more than 2,000 miles of London’s pavements and 
streets were paved with granite. Both Waterloo and London bridges, the terraces 
of the House of Parliament and Trafalgar Square were also testament in their 
construction to this grey, beautiful stone.

Aberdeen became the capital of the world’s granite industry and exported granite 
to every corner of the globe. The expertise gained by the granite masons who 
quarried and worked this stone was invaluable and lead to Aberdeenshire granite 
masons travelling across the world to construct buildings, build bridges and 
establish monuments that would last for a thousand years.

There is a great story to be told about Aberdeen’s granite heritage and where 
better to start than at Rubislaw Quarry, where it was said, “Half o’ Aiberdein came 
oot o’ yon hole!”

For more information about the quarry, visit www.rubislawquarry.co.uk.

GRAND SILENT AUCTION

A huge thank you to all in the  
community who gave so generously 

to make the Queen’s Cross Grand 
Silent Auction a success.  

A special thank you to these local 
businesses for their support!

The Atholl Hotel

Wineraks St Swithin

Books and Beans

The Gordon Highlanders Museum

The Ashvale

The Coffee House

The Maritime Museum

Grub

Nova

Handmade Burger Co.

Brewdog Aberdeen

The Marcliffe

Many thanks!!!

“Heritage is as much 
about our future, as it is 

about our past.”
Hugh Black, Managing Director of 

Rubislaw Quarry Visitor Centre

QUEEN’S CROSS NURSERY  

G
ro

w
in

g U
p Together

Part Time
4 Mornings per Week/9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

School Term Hours 
Experience Required

For further information:
nursery@queenscrosschurch.org.uk

Phone: 01224 515182 ext 4

Looking to recruit 
practitioner 
from August 2016
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Queen’s Cross Nursery children are taking part in an out-of-this-world 
nationwide space experiment to become space biologists and embark on a 
voyage of discovery by growing seeds that have been in space.

In September of 2015, 2kg of lettuce seeds (yes, you guessed right- “Rocket 
Lettuce” seeds) were flown to the International Space Station on Soyuz 44S 
where they spent six months in microgravity before returning to Earth in 
March. The seeds have been sent as part of Rocket Science, an educational 
projects launched by the Royal Horticultural Society Campaign for School 
Gardening and the UK Space Agency. 

The seeds journey from the outer space to Queen’s 
Cross Nursery

Queen’s Cross Nursery was one of the few 
nurseries in Aberdeen to be selected to 
participate in this experiment. “We watched the 
live launch of the rocket containing the seeds. 
That fascinated the kids and provided them a 
better understanding and some perspective 

about what is out there,” Michelle Stephen, 
Manager of the Nursery, tells us. 

Once the seeds returned to earth, Queen’s 
Cross Nursery started growing them 
alongside other seeds that have not been 

in space, and recorded their progress in 
growth over a seven week period.

Experiment results: 
Suspense until the end!

But, which seeds have been in space - the 
ones that have grown taller or the ones that 
have germinated more easily? The plants are 
being sent to the RHS Campaign for School 
Gardening biostatisticians to be analysed. 
Results of th experiment will be available 
soon.

Learning Journey for 
Queen’s Cross Nursery 
Kids

The out of this world science 
experiment will enable 
children in our community 
to think more about how 
we could maintain human 
life on another planet in 
the future, what astronauts 
need to survive long term 
missions in space and the 
difficulties in growing food 
in challenging environments.

QUEEN’S CROSS NURSERY  

G
ro

w
in

g U
p Together

ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS 

WITH US! 
For options 
and pricing, 
contact us.

  Rocket Science: 
Seeds from Outer Space

  “Seeing 
the rocket with 

the seeds going out 
to the space in real 

time fascinated 
the kids” Michelle 

Stephen, 
Nursery 
Manager 
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