
Q X  D I A R Y 

Are you a city person or more of a countryside lover? Perhaps 
living where we do, most of us are city people who like the 
convenience of living in town with services and shops nearby 
and busyness in the streets surrounding us. I like the escape 
and beauty of the countryside, but for me it’s too quiet to live 
there all the time.  

One of the downsides of city life can be that although we are 
surrounded by lots of people, we can still feel lonely, and often 
a sense of community is harder to foster in town. One of the 
reasons we at QX decided to start this community newsletter 
was to help nurture a greater sense of community locally and 
joining with other local organisations and 
businesses who are doing the same. I 
value community – I enjoy sharing life with 
others and I appreciate the sense of 
togetherness belonging to a community 
can bring. 

We at Queen’s Cross Church host many 
community groups both secular and 
sacred in effort to play a role in the life of 
our neighbourhood in Aberdeen. If there 
are community events you’d like to see listed in QX Connect, 
please let us know. I hope in this edition of our newsletter you 
may find something of interest, perhaps even an idea or 
inspiration to do something new and different this autumn.

Warmest wishes,

        Rev Scott Rennie
         Queen’s Cross Church
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E X P L O R E 

Do you shop online? Help us fundraise 
while you shop! With over 2,700 
retailers, it’s easy to do! 

Start at easyfundraising.org.uk: Let’s say 
you want to buy shoes from John Lewis. 
Instead of going to johnlewis.com, you 
go to easyfundraising.org.uk first.

Make a purchase: Click from 
easyfundraising.org.uk to John Lewis to 

make your purchase. The price is exactly 
the same as if you visited John Lewis 
direct.

Get a donation: After you have 
purchased your shoes, John Lewis will 
give you a cash reward that you can turn 
into a donation for your good cause. 
Easyfundraising collect this and send it 
on at no extra cost.

Register now and start raising for: 
Queen’s Cross Church

Easyfundraising.org.uk
Queen’s Cross Parish Church

Albyn Place, Aberdeen, AB10 1YN
Office open Monday-Friday    9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

01224 644742
www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk

www.facebook.com/queenscross
@queenscross

Find us on iTunes!

Administrator: Linsey Schafer
office@queenscrosschurch.org.uk

Minister: Rev Scott Rennie
srennie@churchofscotland.org.uk

Queen’s Cross Church of Scotland is a charity registered in 

Scotland. No. SC002019

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS  
WITH US! 

For options and pricing, 
contact us.

C O N N E C TQ X
www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk
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Fashion Show 
Thursday 29 September, 7:30 p.m. 
Fashion, canapes and drinks.

For those dedicated followers of fashion, Queen’s Cross lays out the catwalk 
for “Ellon Catwalkers” who will be putting their best foot forward showing 
off the latest and most discerning styles from their Ellon Boutique. With 
drinks and canapes served, 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 29th September is a date 
not to be missed! Contact the church office for more details.

Travelling Light
a poem by Pádraig Ó Tuama

Travelling light.
Because sometimes we
travel heavy
and those heady times we
can barely
imagine the freebody
movement of
dance.
Because sometimes we
travel dark
and from those hard paths we 
can’t even 
conjure an image of 
sunrise
or moonrise 
or starlight 
or fire.
Because sometimes we
travel solo
and those lonely times we
forget all the others
we’ve travelled with
lovingly
travelled with
home.
Because sometimes we 
need to be
travelling lightly
because sometimes we’re                  
in need of regular reminding 
that light comes in circles
and waves 
and small moments
and light 
comes to find us
and light comes with hope

Corrymeela at QX: A Weekend with Pádraig Ó Tuama
Irish poet, theologian and peace worker
Weekend of 21 to 23 October

Over the weekend of 
21-23 October, Queen’s Cross will 
welcome Pádraig Ó Tuama from the 
Corrymeela Community in Northern 
Ireland to Aberdeen. We have a 
long connection with the world of 
Corrymeela, which exists to promote 
peace and reconciliation across the 
cultural, social and religious divides 
in Northern Ireland and other divided 
communities across the world. As well 
as leader of the community, Pádraig is 
a well-known poet and theologian. 
With interests in storytelling, group 
work, theology and conflict, he 
lectures, leads retreats across Europe 
and North America, and writes both 
poetry and prose.

In his time in Aberdeen, he will be 
leading a series of events looking 
at how we can come together in an 
increasingly divided world, and in an 
age of globalisation, bridge the gaps 
that so often divide our communities. 
A Roman Catholic himself, Pádraig 
draws on the Christian tradition as 
he explores its resources for building 
peace and reconciliation in our 
world, creating communities that are 
genuinely inclusive. 

Further details of his schedule in 

Aberdeen will shortly be available at 
www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk

What is Corrymeela?
Corrymeela is Northern Ireland’s 
oldest peace and reconciliation 
organisation. The organisation began 
before “The Troubles” and continue 
on in Northern Ireland’s changing 
post–conflict society. Corrymeela 
grew organically from the original 
Community members, and today 
almost 40 full–time staff and dozens 
of volunteers, work alongside the 
eleven thousand people who spend 
time in the residential centre every 
year To learn more about Corrymeela, 
visit: www.corrymeela.org.
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News

One hundred years ago saw one of 
the bloodiest battles in British history. 
It was The Battle of the River Somme 
in 1916, where on the very first day of 
the battle, July 1st the allies took over 
70,000 casualties. Many of these 
casualties were from Scottish 
regiments such as the Gordon 
Highlanders, which recruited 
volunteers from Aberdeen and the 
North East.

At the Gordon Highlanders Museum 
here in Aberdeen is a special 
exhibition to mark the one hundred 
year anniversary of this battle. 
“Sacrifice at the Somme” tells the 
story of this famous regiment’s heroic 

involvement in the battle fought in 
the blood soaked trenches on the 
Western Front. 

Also on display at the museum is the 
“Great War Tapestry”. This 
magnificent piece of craftwork 
designed by Andrew Crummy, who 
also designed the “Great Tapestry of 
Scotland”, dedicatedly stitched by 
folk from here in the North East, 
depicts the Gordon Highlanders 
campaign during the First World War.

The museum is open Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. and also boasts a 
lovely tea room and gardens, as well. 
Visit www.gordonhighlanders.com o 
learn more about what’s on.

Remembrance Sunday Service
Sunday 13 November, 10:50 a.m.
Join us for our Remembrance Sunday 
Worship Service at 10:50 a.m. on 13 
November. All are welcome as we 
reflect and remember together 
through readings, testimonies and 
hymns of praise.

D I A R Y 
SEPTEMBER

Sunday 4 September
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

12:00 Eco Awards Assessment
             Nora Davidson Lounge

6:30 Sunday @6:30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Saturday 10 September
10:00	 Giant	Coffee	Morning
 Main Hall and Lounge

Sunday 11 September
Rededication Sunday
10:30 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary

11:30 Monthly Fellowship Meal
 Main Hall

Sunday 18 September
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary

10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary

Sunday 25 September
9:00 An Audience With...
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

19:30 Jazz Legacy of Charles Mingus
 Sanctuary

Thursday 29 September
19:30 Fashion Show
 Sanctuary

Friday 30 September
10:00 Spirited Surfers Computer  
 Class
 Nora Davidson Lounge

Godly Play
Each Sunday, during the service

Sunday Club, a time for children of all ages following the children’s talk during 
the 10:30 Sunday service, is back on at Queen’s Cross. All children are welcome 
to learn as we discover life and faith through Godly Play, a non-coercive way to 
e n c o u r a g e children to move into larger dimensions of belief and faith, 

through wondering questions and open-ended 
response time. Learn more about Godly Play here: 

www.godlyplay.uk 
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Scottish National 
Jazz Orchestra

The Jazz Legacy of Charles Mingus
Sunday 25 September, 7:30 p.m.

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra (SNJO) is joined by Norwegian master 
bassist Arild Andersen to celebrate the life and work of a truly extraordinary 
jazz musician: the visionary bass player, bandleader and 
composer, Charles Mingus.

The repertoire and reputation of Mingus represent one 
man’s vision for orchestral jazz, and a powerful challenge to 
orthodoxy. He is vindicated by a wonderful musical legacy that 
remains relevant, inspiring and influential to this day. 

Arild Andersen is indisputably one of the world’s great bass 
players. His career began in earnest in the late 1960’s, and his 
work denotes one of the great achievements in European jazz. 
The widely acclaimed SNJO continues to grow, and scale new 
creative heights in powerful artistic collaborations that stir the senses and lift 

the soul.

The Legend of Charlie Parker
Friday 11 November, 7:30 p.m.

There can be little doubt that Charlie “Yardbird” Parker changed the face of modern 
jazz. Parker grew up at a time when this amazing music was coming of age, and he 
came to personify many of its most provocative features. The creation of a completely 
new approach to jazz stemmed from Parker’s search for his own distinctive voice on the 
saxophone and his name became synonymous with the cutting edge jazz form known 
as bebop, and his music provided a creative benchmark for jazz musicians. 

The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra has commissioned new arrangements of his music 
and looks forward to showcasing the incredible music of Charlie Parker in concert. A 
one of a kind show, all are most welcome indeed.

Tickets for either concert can be bought through the SNJO website: 
www.snjo.co.uk/concerts

Music at QX
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D I A R Y 
OCTOBER

Sunday 2 October
Harvest Sunday
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

6:30 Sunday @6:30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Monday 3 October
19:30 Aberdeen Chamber Music  
 Concert
 Sanctuary

Sunday 9 October
10:30 Breakfast Communion &  
 Worship
 Sanctuary & Main Hall

Sunday 16 October
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary

10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary

Sunday 23 October
Corrymeela Sunday: Pádraig Ó Tuama
9:00 An Audience With Pádraig  
 Sanctuary
10:30 Worship& Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

Saturday 29 October
10:00 Yoga Morning & Lunch
 Main Hall

Sunday 30 October
10:30 Worship
 Sanctuary

Other Concerts @ QX
Sunday 4 September
Sunday @ 6:30 Concert Series
6:30 p.m.
Colin Sinclair (piano) with a programme 
including music by Bach, Chopin, 
Schumann, Rachmaninov and Liszt. 
Tickets £5 or £3 for under 18s, at the 
door from 6:00 p.m.

Sunday 25 September
The Jazz Legacy of Charles Mingus
7:30 p.m.
The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra 

(SNJO) is joined by 
Norwegian master bassist 
Arild Andersen to celebrate 
the life and work of a truly 
extraordinary jazz musician: 
the visionary bass player, 
bandleader and composer, 
Charles Mingus.
For further information and 
tickets visit www.snjo.co.uk/
concerts
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday 2 October
Sunday @ 6:30 Concert 
Series
6:30 p.m.
The Bonnyton String Quartet 
presents music by Bach, 
Haydn and Schubert.
Tickets £5 or £3 for under 

18s, at the door from 6:00 p.m.

Monday 3 October
Aberdeen Chamber Music Concerts
7:30 p.m.
Anemos Arts Ensemble Wind Quintet 
of the Netherlands presents music by 
Mozart, Danzi, Ravel, Beethoven, Barber 
and Gade.
Tickets £12 (£6 for under 25s and 
concession) available from the 
Aberdeen Box Office or at the door 
from 7:00 p.m.

Friday 11 November
The Legend of Charlie Parker
7:30 p.m.
The Scottish National Jazz Orchestra 

has commissioned new arrangements 
of Charlie Parker’s modern jazz music 
and looks forward to the showcase!
For further information and tickets, visit 
www.snjo.co.uk/concerts
Doors open at 7:00 p.m.

Monday 14 November 
Aberdeen Chamber Music Concerts
7:30 p.m.
The Van Kuijk String Quartet of 
France presents Smetana, Kurtag and 
Beethoven.
Tickets £12 (£6 for under 25s and 
concession) available from the 
Aberdeen Box Office or at the door 
from 7:00 p.m.

Hall Lets
Queen’s Cross Parish Church has an 
extensive suite of rooms and halls 
available for let. If you would like to 
enquire about a hall let, please contact 
the office or email
bookings@queenscrosschurch.org.uk

Aberdeen Chamber 
Music Concerts
The objective of ACMC is to foster the 
appreciation and study of chamber 
music by the promotion of an annual 
series of six concerts from ensembles 
of the highest quality, of Scottish, 
national and international standing. 
We aim to provide a stimulating mix 
of different types of ensemble, with 
programmes including both the core 
chamber music repertoire and less 
well-known and contemporary pieces.

Queen’s Cross Church is the site of 
this season’s concerts and all will 
be made most welcome indeed. On 
concert evenings, the doors will open 
at 7:00 p.m. and tickets are available in 
advance from the Aberdeen Box Office 
or at the door on the night.

www.aberdeenchambermusic.org
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Eco Group News
Now that autumn is upon us, the Bar-B-Qs and sun loungers that 
have given us so much pleasure during the few summer weeks are 
now safely stacked away for another year. The time to prepare for 
the shorter days and colder nights has come, bringing with it a 
sense of renewal and awareness with the changing seasons.

As we prepare for colder weather, what changes can be made to help reduce the effects 
of climate change? These simple switches can make a lasting difference on our 
environment:

A Wild Night in Alford
In June, Queen’s Cross held a Grand Silent Auction to raise money in aid of the 
Queen’s Cross Redevelopment Campaign. One of the many items for bid in the 
auction was ‘A Wild Night In Alford’, an outdoor overnight trip with our own 
wilderness expert, Paul Adderton. Two lucky bidders took home this prize, and one, 
Ann Wilson, gives QX CONNECT her account of the night out.

QX CONNECT: Ann, what were you expecting when you placed a bid on the auction 
item? 

Ann: Paul made no promises on the animals we 
might see and or hear, but his optimism was 
evident! At 7.30 pm on a fine June evening, we were 
‘on site’, surrounded by fields, woods and heather 
(lots of it) and enjoying some wonderful views. 

QX CONNECT: Tell us a bit about your experience.

Ann: Paul knows the area intimately, and has his 
own name for many of its features. This was no 
ordinary country stroll along well-trodden paths, 
but a plunge knee-deep into heather, hip-high 
grasses, boot-clogging bog and a heavily carpeted 
wood. My rewards for cheerily taking on the challenge were many and various: the 
animals, of course, but also bird song and wild flowers, and a hot cuppa from my host’s 
flask, along with a Mars bar!

Our trip pattern was one of ‘walk, pause, listen, watch’, the pauses being anything up to 
20 minutes; sufficient time to take everything in. In the course of over 4 hours ‘on the 
move’, Paul knew ‘where to be and when’ if our chances of success were to be maximised. 
He had also brought along a pair of powerful binoculars as shy creatures would surely 
keep their distance and be lost to the naked eye as dusk fell. I even saw a badger!

QX CONNECT: Are you glad that you won your bid on the ‘Wild Night’?

Ann: It was magical. All in all, a wonderful evening. Truly memorable. Money well spent 
at the silent auction. Paul was happy too, not least because his kind, fund-raising offer 
ended up with him managing to support such a worthy cause! 

Community Spotlight

“It was magical. 
Truly memorable. 

Money well spent at 
the silent auction.”

Ann Wilson, 
Winner of a Wild Night 

in Alford

Ann Wilson in Alford
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From the Back of the Pews. Texas Bound.
For the past three years, two Americans have been an active part of church 
and community life at Queen’s Cross. You may have noticed Steven and Linsey 
Schafer, a spirited couple from Texas, singing on a Sunday morning, leading 
announcements, or helping with various events on at the kirk. 

Steven, a minister and PhD student at the University of Aberdeen, serves as Arts 
Development Worker at Queen’s Cross, where he oversees congregational 
involvement in worship, coordinates audio/
visual technology and builds relationships 
with musicians in the local community. 
With musical talent of his own and 
giftedness in worship planning, Steven has 
been a great asset to the church, bringing a 
wide variety of styles and sounds to 
worship: The Beatles, Ben Rector, John 
Legend, Simon and Garfunkel, Nina 
Simone. Steven uses music to break down 
the divide between sacred and secular.

The	office	connection	

Linsey serves in the church office as Church 
Administrator and Personal Assistant to 
Rev Scott Rennie, working to ensure that all 
matters behind the scenes run smoothly 
and that no stone is left unturned. Bright and perky, Linsey’s effervescent 
personality is a wonderful addition to the church staff and wider church body.

Returning home

As Steven finishes his PhD in Theological Ethics with an emphasis on sexual ethics 
in the church, the couple prepares to move back overseas to Texas this autumn. 
“Queen’s Cross is a very loving, gracious and welcoming congregation and we will 
be forever grateful for the way you all have impacted our lives. We believe that God 
desires to do incredible things in and through this congregation and trust that the 
best days of this church are ahead.” Bon Accord, Steven and Linsey. 

D I A R Y 
NOVEMBER

Sunday 6 November
All Saint’s Sunday
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship & Sunday Club 
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

6:30 Sunday @6:30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Friday 11 November
19:30 Jazz: The Legend of Charlie  
 Parker
 Sanctuary

Sunday 13 November
Remembrance Sunday
10:50 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary

12:00 Monthly Fellowship Meal
 Main Hall

Monday 14 November
19:30 Aberdeen Chamber Music  
 Concert
 Sanctuary

Sunday 20 November
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary

10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary

Sunday 27 November
First Sunday of Advent
9:00 An Audience With...
 Nora Davidson Lounge

10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Upstairs Hall

Wednesday 30 November
19:30 Floral Demonstration
 Sanctuary

• Turn your home heating thermostat down by 1°C and save you as much as 
£60 per year and reduce your carbon emissions.

• Put an extra blanket on the bed- you won’t get tempted to turn the heating 
up during the night.

• If you are use a small pan, use a small ring on the stove. 
• 90% of a washing machine’s energy expenditure is spent on heating the water, 

so wash at 30°C to save a substantial amount of energy.
• Air-dry laundry rather than tumble drying it, especially in warmer months.
• Try to switch something off before you switch something else on. 
• Switch off the lights when you leave a room.



School is 
back in term in Aberdeen, after 

what felt like a very short lived summer. The school year 
brings an exciting start full of new challenges, blossoming 
friendships and personal growth for both students and staff 
alike.

The beginning of the journey...

For children who start school for the very first time this 
autumn, it will be the beginning of a journey that will see 
them through the years to come when they will meet new 
friends, learn new skills and gather a wealth of knowledge 

and experiences that will enrich their 
development. 

...Or moving up to Secondary

There will be those pupils who will be moving up to secondary 
school such as the two in our parish, Albyn School and the 
Grammar School. At the secondary level, the teaching and 
learning becomes more intense, with minds now focusing on 
continuing education or future employment.

Albyn School projects

As well as their academic studies, students are encouraged to 
embark on a number of projects and initiatives that will 
further enhance their development. One worthy initiative 
undertaken by Albyn School is the Youth Philanthropy 
Initiative Scotland. In the last academic year, Upper 3 pupils 
had been focused on the YPI project during term time and 
ten student groups delivered presentations about the work 
of their chosen local charities hoping to win their chosen 
charity £3,000. The charities were wide ranging, enabling the 
groups to use a variety of presentation methods including 
drama, video, music and dialogue. Although judging was 
difficult, it was the group promoting Calico that took home 
the £3,000.

Choir at the Aberdeen Grammar School

And it’s not just the students that take up the challenge of 
extracurricular activities for the benefit of the wider 
community, as members of staff from Aberdeen Grammar 
School took time out from lesson planning to form a choir, 
joining alongside nine other Aberdeen choirs in a choral 
competition on behalf of Voluntary Service Aberdeen. 

A new school year now lays ahead, full of life changing 
opportunities to enrich young minds to develop into good 
citizens for the future. We wish them well in their studies!


