
                                                   

                     Fourth Sunday in Advent 

                                                                                          19th December 2021 

       Readings & Carols 

              10.30 a.m. 

 
                   
 

 
                  * Indicates where those who are able will stand 

 
MINISTRY OF MUSIC     
 
WELCOME & CHURCH NEWS                                  The Revd Scott M. Rennie 

 
INTROIT Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord      Stephen Schwartz arr EAR 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shone. 
The lights that we have kindled each week light the way to the coming Christ. 
The candles of Hope, Preparation, and Joy glow brilliantly.   
Today, we light the candle of Love. 
The coming Lord is forever faithful.  The never-ending affection and tenderness 
that Christ has for us is a gift that is unequalled. 
Praising the God who cares so deeply for all creation, we light this candle.   
Together, we will demonstrate and share the love of Christ 
 
* HYMN Once in Royal David’s City                   Gauntlett arr David Willcocks 
 
Once in royal David’s city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby  
in a manger for his Bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 



He came down to earth from heaven 
who was God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was stall. 
With the meek and poor and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him 
through his own redeeming love; 
for that Child so dear and gentle 
is our Lord in heaven above; 
and he leads his children on 
to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable 
with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him but in heaven 
set at God’s right hand on high, 
where like stars his children crowned 
all in white shall wait around. 
 
PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
We share the peace by saying to our neighbours, 
‘Peace be with you’, and exchanging a handshake or a hug. 
 
READING          Micah 5: 2-5a   The Revd Scott M. Rennie 

 
ANTHEM In the bleak midwinter            HAROLD DARKE 
 
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan. 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow. 
In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God Heav’n cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain. 
Heav’n and earth shall flee away, when he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter, a stable place suffic’d 
the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
 



Enough for Him whom Cherubim, worship night and day, 
a breast full of milk, and a manger full of hay, 
enough for Him, whom angels, fall down before, 
the ox and ass and camel, which adore. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb, 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part 
Yet what can I give him? Give my heart, give my heart. 

 
READING          Luke 1: 39-55   Jenny Tait 
 
* HYMN Unto us is born a Son                from Piae Cantiones [1582] 
                                                                                                                 arr David Willcocks 
Unto us is born a Son, 
King of quires supernal: 
See on earth his life begun, 
Of Lords the Lord eternal, 
of Lords the Lord eternal. 
 
Christ from heav’n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know, 
Becradled in the manger, 
becradled in the manger 
 
This did Herod sore affray men only 
And grievously bewilder, 
So he gave the world to slay 
And slew the little childer 
and slew the little childer. 
 
Of his love and mercy mild women only 
This the Christmas Story 
And O that Mary’s gentle Child 
Might lead us up to glory, 
might lead us up to glory! 
 
O and A and A and O 
Cum cantibus in choro 
 
 



Let our merry organ go 
Benidicamus Domino 
Benidicamus Domino 
 
POEM               Advent Absentee                                                                 Sylvia Sands 

 
Here I go again, 
carefully unpacking the figures of the crib, 
tenderly wiping dust from Mary’s eyes 
and Joseph’s beard, 
all the while practising my contemplative skills. 
Here I am, 
duster in hand, 
seeking to emulate 
the shepherds’ enthusiasm and openness, 
(wipe, wipe) 
the wise men’s courage and generosity, 
(dust, dust) 
Mary’s mysticism, 
Joseph’s humility, 
the Christ Child’s vulnerability. 

Who am I kidding? 

It is the absent figure that haunts me. 
I stand shoulder to shoulder 
in grim, callous, irritable solidarity 
with that wretched innkeeper. 
No room, no time, no way. 

Nobody has ever dared carve him in wood 
and include him in the Christmas crib, 
Have they?              

 

ANTHEM Candlelight Carol        John Rutter 
 
How do you capture the wind on the water?  
How do you count all the starts in the sky? 
How do you measure the love of a mother.  
Or how can you write down a baby’s first cry? 
Candlelight, angel light firelight and star glow,  
shine on his cradle ‘til breaking of dawn 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! Angels are singing the Christ child is born. 



 
Shepherds and wisemen will kneel and adore him.  
Seraphim round him their vigil will keep. 
Nations proclaim him their Lord and their Saviour.  
But Mary will hold him and sing him to sleep. 
Candlelight, angel light firelight and star glow,  
shine on his cradle ‘til breaking of dawn 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Angels are singing the Christ child is born. 
 
Find him at Bethlehem, laid in a manger.  
Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay 
Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation.  
A child with his mother that first Christmas Day. 
Candlelight, angel light firelight and star glow,  
shine on his cradle ‘til breaking of dawn 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis Deo! Angels are singing the Christ child is born. 
 
READING Luke 2: 1-20 The Revd Scott M. Rennie 
 
ANTHEM O Little Town of Bethlehem      Chris Eaton arr EAR 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight 
 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell 
O come to us abide with us our Lord Emmanuel 
 
No ear may hear his coming but in this world of sin 
where meek souls will receive Him the dear Christ enters in 
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent starts go by 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell 
O come to us abide with us our Lord Emmanuel 
 
 

 



PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 

Minister:            Immanuel 
People:              God, you are with us 
 
READING John 1:1-14 (KJV)      Alastair McKinlay 
 
*HYMN 281 People, look East. The time is near                                BESANCON 

 

* THE BLESSING & SENDING         The Revd Scott M. Rennie 

 

ANTHEM  The Lord Bless Thee and Keep Thee              David Taylor 

The Lord bless thee and keep thee, 
the Lord make his face to shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee peace 
 
* SUNG AMEN  

    
POSTLUDE    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Queen’s Cross Church strives to be an open, inclusive, and progressive community of faith, embracing all in the 

name of Jesus Christ, and offering friendship and hospitality. We offer a space for spiritual search and the 
nurturing of faith, as we seek opportunities to share the love of God in our community and beyond. 

 
 



A warm welcome to Sunday Worship, on the Fourth Sunday of Advent, at 
Queen’s Cross Church, Aberdeen.  We are delighted to welcome you whether 
you are joining us in-person or online. 
 
In the current context of the pandemic, we have regretfully decided to cancel 
Carols round the Tree, which was scheduled for this evening.  We didn’t think it 
qualified as a ‘necessary gathering’.  However, in good news, worship will be 
taking place on Christmas Eve at 7pm for the Christingle Service, and also at 11.30 
pm for Watchnight; both will be Live streamed from the Sanctuary. 
 
We are joining together with our fellow congregations in the City Centre and 
West End Parish Grouping for worship over the holiday season.  Please note 
worship in the Queen’s Cross Sanctuary will not resume until Sunday 9th January 
2022.   
 

Worship on Christmas Day will be held at Midstocket Church at 10.30pm. On 
Boxing Day, worship will be at Holburn West Church at 10.30 am; and on the 2nd 

of January at St Mark’s Church on Rosemount Viaduct at 11 am. 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
 
FRIDAY 

24 DECEMBER   FAMILY WORSHIP &  QX Sanctuary 

7.00 pm  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

 

FRIDAY 

24 DECEMBER   WATCHNIGHT SERVICE   QX Sanctuary 
11.30 pm  BY CANDLELIGHT 

 

SATURDAY 

25 DECEMBER   CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE  Midstocket Church 
10.30 am   
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