
Q X  D I A R Y 

There is something hopeful about Spring, 
filled as it is, with new possibility. It makes the 
perfect backdrop for Easter, when we 
remember amidst the suffering of the world, 
the possibilities for new life that love can 
bring. This sentiment is suitably expressed in 
the words of an Easter Hymn ‘Now the green blade rises’ which 
claims: ‘fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: love is 
come again, like wheat that springs up green.’ 

This is what love can do.  It can restore us, renew us, and strengthen 
us. For Christian people this is symbolised by a cross and an empty 
tomb. Christ is not found among the dead, but in the streets of our 
communities where people love and care for one another, and 
where together we reach beyond ourselves to our neighbours – 
especially those who are in need.

I hope for you this springtime will bring hope and promise, and 
most of all the love that brings new life to us all.

A very Happy Easter to you, when it comes.

        Rev Scott Rennie
    Queen’s Cross Church
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Find us on iTunes!
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Minister: Rev Scott Rennie
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WITH US! 

For options and pricing, 
contact us.

Easter

Easter Worship at Queen’s Cross
Maundy Thursday Worship
Thursday 13 April @ 7pm
A simple communion service to mark Jesus’ last night with his 
disciples and his commandment to love.

Seven Words from the Cross 
Good Friday 14 April from 12 Noon – 3pm
A come and go style service with seven meditations on the words 
of Jesus from the Cross, delivered by a variety of clergy perspectives 
with lunch also served in the session room. 

Easter Celebration Worship – Easter Sunday 16 April @10.30pm
A rousing celebration of Easter morning for all ages. 
Also an Easter Egg Hunt for the children!

Q X C O N N E C T
www.queenscrosschurch.org.uk
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Pot Luck Cabaret
Friday 5th May 2017, doors open at 7 pm

A date for your diary. The Queen’s Cross talent show returns for one 
night only on the evening of Friday 5th May in the Sanctuary.
Acts, featuring an extraordinary array of rarely seen performances, will 
be on show. No one is too old or too young to participate. If you, or 
someone you know, have been hiding a light under a bushel and are 
prepared to put on a show to raise money for the Redevelopment then 
now is the time to come forward.
The format is a cabaret style event where in cosy and informal 
surroundings the audience are invited to bring their own snacks and 
drinks to enjoy with fellow guests, family and friends as the evening’s 
entertainment unfolds. 
The acts will be short and sweet. In the spirit of shows like “Stars in Their 
Eyes” and “Britain’s Got Talent”, absolutely anything can and hopefully 
will happen.
Tickets (£10) will be on sale in the coming weeks.
Contact Mark Hamilton (m.hamilton@abdn.ac.uk) for more details.

D I A R Y 
MARCH

Friday 3 March 
12:45 Music for a Lunchtime 
 by Albyn School
 Sanctuary 

Sunday 5 March
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Sanctuary
10:30 Worship 
 & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Session Room
18:30 Sunday @6.30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Friday 10 March
19:30 AIYF Fundraising Concert
 Sanctuary

Sunday 12 March
10:30 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Session Room

Saturday 18 March
20:00 Aberdeen Jazz Festival
 Rose Room, 
 with Laura MacDonald
 Sanctuary

Sunday 19 March
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary
10:30 Special Service: 
 Songs & Praise
 Sanctuary  

Monday 20 March
19:30 Aberdeen Chamber Music 
 The Carducci String Quartet
 Sanctuary

Sunday 26 March
10:30 Worship
 Sanctuary

Friday 31 March
19:30 Expedition Talk
 Sanctuary

 

Over the next few 
months you’ll see 
huge changes at the 
east end of the church 
as the congregation 
moves out and the 
builders move in. What 
is about to take place is the biggest 
transformation in our community 
facility since Queen’s Cross was built 
in 1881.
We have decided we don’t want 
our building to be a place just for 
ourselves. Although many community 
groups use QX for meetings and 
events, we want to facilitate even 
more. Also, we want to offer QX as 
a gathering place for those with no 
faith as well as those who have some.  
That’s why we are building, as part of 
the redevelopment, an artisan Coffee 
House (who doesn’t like going 
for coffee and cake?) to cater for 
local residents and workers. We are 
delighted to announce it will be run 
by our chosen community partners 
‘Cognito’ – a partnership we are very 
excited about.  As well as being a 
place to meet friends and chill out, or 
to hold business conversations, from 
time to time in the evenings we will 
hold events, music and speakers to 
stimulate the heart and mind.  The 
Coffee House will also be a training 
centre for young people who have 
previously found pathways into 
work challenging.  Together we are 
committed to young people and 
social enterprise.

Speaking of young 
people, Queen’s Cross 
Nursery, our bespoke 
preschool nursery 
will move into new 
custom made premises 
on site, offering the 

very best accommodation we can 
to nurture little ones. Our Nursery 
already has a terrific rating with the 
care Inspectorate. We expect their 
new tailor made accommodation to 
improve things further.
At the heart of our new community 
hub will be the Community Lounge, 
with its offering of activity for people 
in their senior years, and also those 
who sometimes find themselves 
marginalised in the wider life of our 
community.  We will be running a 
Dementia Café, friendship groups 
for those who are elderly and live 
on their own, and of course, other 
friends with special needs and their 
carers.
Community groups will also be able 
to hire improved spaces at QX for 
music and the arts, meetings and 
conferences too.
The foundation of this £1.48m 
improvement plan – is you.  As never 
before we want to throw open the 
doors of our buildings, and have 
you enjoy and benefit from them.  
Queens’ Cross Church doesn’t exist  
just for its members – for years to 
come it will be here for you, and 
for everyone in our community who 
wants a place to call home. 

Palestine Matters
Saturday 13th May, at 2 pm & Sunday 
14th May 2017, service at 10.30 am

The Queen’s Cross Church Peace and 
Justice Group have been very active 
within the community raising awareness 
of poverty, loneliness and social exclusion 
within the city. They have also been active 
in partnership with Mastrick Church of 
Scotland in raising funds for the local 
charity Grampian Women’s Aid, and also 
for Scottish Love in Action helping destitute 
children in India.
On the weekend of the 13th and 14th May 
the Queen’s Cross Peace and Justice Group 
will be holding a workshop and service led 
by Peter MacDonald, leader of the Iona 
Community, to raise awareness of the many 
issues affecting Palestine. All are welcome.

Cycling in North America
Friday 31st March 2017, at 7.30 pm

Join Sheila and John Tuckwood for a bevvy and a bicycle tour of the 
Pacific Coast of Canada and the United States.

In the summer of 2016 Sheila and John cycled from Vancouver in 
British Columbia, via Vancouver Island, Washington State, Oregon and 
California to the Mexican Border on a tandem, camping on the way and 
covering nearly 2500 miles. 

Some highlights include Stanley Park, Vancouver and the Sunshine 
Coast with the snow clad mountains of Canada, Victoria, San Juan island, the Space Needle in Seattle, the coastline 
of Oregon with the Three Capes and Cascades Head scenic routes, the Golden Gate Bridge and San Francisco, 17 
mile drive at Monterey, and Big Sur. 

On Friday 31st March Sheila and John will give an illustrated account of their trip at Queen’s Cross Church at 
7.30pm. 

Entry is free with a complementary drink on arrival. All proceeds will go to the Queen’s Cross Church Redevelopment 
Project.

All welcome. 

Expedition Talk 

 And 
we’re 
off!

Community News
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APRIL

Sunday 2 April
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Sanctuary
10:30 Worship 
 Sanctuary 
18:30 Sunday @ 6.30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Sunday 9 April - Palm Sunday
10:30 Communion &  Worship
 Sanctuary 
 Sunday Club
 Session Room

Thursday 13 April
19:00 Maundy Thursday Service
 Sanctuary

Friday 14 April
12:00 to 15:00 Good Friday Service
 Sanctuary

Sunday 16 April - Easter Day
10:30 Easter Celebration Worship
 Sanctuary
 & Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday 23 April
10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Session Room

Saturday 29April
10:30 to 15:30 Grampian Stamp & 
 Postcard Fair
 Sanctuary

Sunday 30 April
10:30 Worship & Sunday Club
 Sanctuary & Session Room

Initially I had never planned to spend anytime 
volunteering in Athens. Like many others, I was 
becoming concerned by the growing number of 
refugees living on the streets of the Greek capital. 
What drew my particular attention were the whispers 
of child exploitation, child trafficking, survival sex 
and forced prostitution. As an experienced youth 
worker I felt that I had something to offer.

Living on the streets
When I arrived in Athens I quickly 
learned that many young and 
vulnerable minors were forced to 
live on the streets due to the 
poor and failing systems that 
were established to provide a 
safe environment for them, even 
though this had been promised 
during the signing of the E.U/ 
Turkey deal.

On the 11th August there were 
778 beds available for 
unaccompanied children. Yet the authorities had 
1472 registered minors at this time and this number 
was expected to increase as not all minors had been 
registered or had simply disappeared.

Detention centres
This meant that a large number of children had not 
been provided for and long after the EU/Turkey deal 
had been implemented. Another major concern to 
me was that many of the minors were being held in 
detention centres and police cells not particularly 
appropriate although deemed to be for their own 
protection.

Sadly, agencies providing medical care for the 
children within these detention centres were also 
recording abuses against the children. I did at one 
point manage to enter a facility on the island of 
Chios and found that the conditions in which people 

were kept were totally inadequate and completely 
inhumane.

Finding accomodation: Impossible task
The role I decided to take while in Athens was 
identifying children living on the streets and trying 
to help them find accommodation. This was nearly 
impossible as none of the organisations actually 
tasked with this role were of any help. I had numerous 
phone calls and email contacts with people deemed 

to be the professionals to assist in this area but who 
were unable to help, even though they were agencies 
provided with the funding. The normal response was 
usually we are full.

I would usually meet young people sleeping rough 
in the parks and sometimes people would contact 

Around the World
One Man’s helping hand for Refugee Children in Greece
Eamonn Maguire has worked as a youth worker with Corrymeela and the Iona 
Communities. In October 2015 Eamonn went to Calais to work with the refugees over in 
the Jungle. On hearing of the plight of refugees in Greece, he travelled out there where 
he spent many months working with young refugees in Athens. Here is a short account 
of his experiences.

me to see if I could help them in any way. The only options available outside 
of the formal structures were squats. Squats are old abandoned buildings that 
have been taken over and repurposed for refugees to reside in. They are 
usually dirty and often unsafe for young people. But the choice is between the 
squats or the streets and the squats are much safer.

Abuse against the refugee children
On the streets vulnerable young people fall victim to people smugglers and 
traffickers who convince them to sell drugs or have sex with strangers for 
money. They are usually promised to be taken to the country of their choice 
but this does rarely happens.

For young people outside the formal structures there is not much support or 
guidance and they are expected to keep up with the Asylum Services 
appointments, but this is often difficult for a child trying to survive alone in a 

foreign country. What is unhelpful is many of the 
appointments are set for unrealistic times like 6 am in the 
morning. Young people are expected to navigate the city 
alone and then spend hours standing in the cold waiting 
to be seen. I would accompany young people to these 
appointments.

I left Greece almost two months ago and the problems 
haven’t improved since then. UNHCR blame the Greek 
government and vice versa. Meanwhile children are 
suffering, left alone and afraid on the streets.

Nobody is responsible
The main issue I found is actually having someone who 
can be held accountable. People are becoming 
increasingly desperate and the children becoming even 
more vulnerable. An example of how ridiculous things 
are: I had one young man who was registered on one of 
the Greek islands; he was later moved to the mainland 
meaning that his claim had to be restarted. The search to 
find him accommodation then begins by the Greek 
refugee council who now have taken over his case, this 
started in April. In October they then find the young boy 
accommodation and at this point his claim restarts 
because the shelter is run by a different agency. 

So in a 6 month period which could have seen this 15 
year old child, reunited with his family in Germany much earlier, his case has 
been restarted 3 times, and the whole process drags on and on and in so 
doing children are suffering. 

Eamonn has since returned from Athens and is now working with a charity 
to support refugees.

“On the streets vulnerable young people    
fall victim to people smugglers and 
traffickers”
Eamonn Maguire, youth worker helping refugees in Greece

A 
Greek 

Tragedy
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 From the Back of the Pews 
Keith Philip, Beadle
QX CONNECT meets up with Keith Philip, a retired 
Dental Surgeon. As a member of the congregation, he 
now joins a small team that takes on the duties of 
church Beadle at Queen’s Cross Church.
QX CONNECT: How long have you been a Beadle?
Keith: I have been a beadle for a few years now. I like the taking part in the 
preparation for the morning’s service and also it gives me the opportunity to 
meet and greet fellow church goers. 
QX CONNECT: What are the duties of the Beadle for a morning’s service?
Keith:  Prior to the service, I check that everything in the Sanctuary is prepared 
for the service (the lighting, the orders of service, the communion table...)  and  
I open up all the doors. If there is to be a Christening, the baptismal font has to 
be filled with warm water. I then light the candles, return to the vestry and greet 
the minister. Before the start of the service the minister and 
I go to the Session Room to meet with the choir for a short 
prayer. 
QX CONNECT:  What are your duties at the end of the 
service?
Keith: During the singing of the final hymn I leave the 
Sanctuary to open the front doors enabling the congregation 
to leave the church smoothly. Finally, when the church is 
empty, I tidy up all the Hymn books, lock up the church and 
put the keys back into the office. Job done!
Thanks to Keith and other members of the congregation 
help make Queen’s Cross Church a pillar within the local 
community.

D I A R Y 
MAY 

Sunday 7 May
9:00 Men’s Fellowship Breakfast &  
 Kid’s Minecraft Club
 Sanctuary
10:30 Worship 
 Sanctuary 
 Sunday Club
 Session Room
6:30 Sunday @6:30 Concert Series
 Sanctuary

Saturday 13 May
14:00 Palestine Matters - Workshop
 Sanctuary

Sunday 14 May
10:50 Worship & Communion
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Session Room  

Saturday 20 May
17:00 Aberdeen City Music School
 Leavers concert
 Sanctuary 

Sunday 21 May
9:30 Traditional Worship
 Sanctuary
10:30 All Age Worship
 Sanctuary
 Sunday Club
 Session Room 

Sunday 28 May
10:30 Worship 
 Sanctuary 
 Sunday Club
 Session Room

Music at QX

Saturday 18 March at 8.00 pm
Aberdeen Jazz Festival
Rose Room, with Laura MacDonald

‘’Stupendous gypsy jazz, and a superb singer’’ (The Scotsman)

The hottest ticket in Scottish jazz right now is for the classy 
vintage swing and gypsy band played by a band that combines 
brilliant musicianship with warm personality.  Fronted by fiddle 
player and sophisticated songstress, Seonaid Aitken, Rose Room 
recreate the excitement of Rive Gauche Paris of the 30s and 
40s with Stephane Grappelli and Django Reinhardt.  Brilliant 
musicianship, this is a stylish and hugely enjoyable Quartet  -  
and tonight they have a special guest  -  Laura MacDonald  -  in 
swinging saxophone mode!

Tickets £14 or £13 concession from the Aberdeen Box Office at 
His Majesty’s Theatre (tel:  01224 641122) or at the door on the 
night from 7.30 pm.

Monday 20 March at 7.30 pm 
Aberdeen Chamber Music Concerts
The Carducci String Quartet
Programme includes music by Haydn, 

Shostakovich and Beethoven. 
Tickets £12 or £6 concession for under 25s or those in 
receipt of job seekers or disability allowance from the 
Aberdeen Box Office at His Majesty’s Theatre (tel:  01224 
641122) or at the door on the night from 7.00 pm.

Sunday 2 April at 6.30 pm
Sunday @ 6.30 series
Geoffrey Atkinson (piano)
‘My Piano and I  -  A sort of musical autobiography’
Music by Schubert, Chopin, Brahms, Rachmaninov, Suk, 

Moeran and John Ireland. Tickets £5 or £3 for under 18s 
at the door on the night from 6 pm.

Sunday 7 May at 6.30 pm  
Sunday @ 6.30 series
Dr John Kitchen (organ)
Music by Bach, Walther, Hollins, Geoffrey Atkinson and 
Cecilia McDowell. Tickets £5 or £3 for under 18s at the 
door on the night from 6 pm.

Saturday 20 May at 5.00 pm
Aberdeen City Music School - Leavers Concert
ACMS leavers concert – nine S6 performers from a piper 
to flautists, pianists and ensembles. It will be a varied 
concert of an exceptional standard. Entry is free.

Other Concerts @ QX

                                

Mondays from 9 am to 3 pm
Laura Henderson runs 
‘BONDING WITH BABY’ 
Parent Education 6-week 
Courses on Mondays at 
Queen’s Cross.

INFANT MASSAGE promotes 
bonding and attachment 
between parents and their 
baby.  The massage strokes 
aid minor baby ailments 
(eg: colic; trapped wind; 
constipation; teething & 

colds) and involves parents 
lovingly stroking their 
own baby, taking time to 
communicate verbally and 
non-verbally with them.

RHYTHM KIDS® is a baby 
exercise, music and rhyme 
programme which promotes 
baby’s love of movement 
whilst developing pre-verbal 
language.  

For full details: www.
bondingwithbabyaberdeen.
com or contact: 
bondingwithbaby@yahoo.
co.uk / 07426456810 

courses at QX

Aberdeen Grammar School pupils take time 
out from swotting for gardening
Under the supervision of the Assistant Head Teacher Janet Adams, 

a group of pupils, are turning a wilderness area within the school 
grounds into a green and colourful garden for everyone to enjoy. 

Pupils from first to sixth year have started a gardening club, picking up spades 
and forks after their studies and planting both vegetables and flowers, turning 
rough hedges into colourful herbacious borders and keeping the lawns in trim.

Parents and the local community fully support the project and have donated 
both tools and plants to the school, though Miss Adams is always on the 
lookout for more equipment. Although it’s early days, success from a sale of 
herbs grown by the pupils has brought much needed funds to continue the 
project. The school has also been recognised for their hard work by the Royal 
Horticultural Society’s School Gardening Award Scheme. Should readers like 
to pass on gardening equipment to the school please contact Miss Adams at 
jaadams@aberdeencity.gov.uk

Community Spotlight



Once again Eco-
Congregation Scotland has 
partnered with WWF 
Scotland to encourage 
congregations to take part in 
Earth Hour 2017. This annual 
event takes place on Saturday 
March 25th at 8.30 pm for 
one hour.

Earth Hour is the single, 
largest, symbolic mass participation event in the world.   Born 
out of a hope that we could mobilize people to take action on 
climate change, Earth Hour now inspires a global community 
of millions of people in 7,001 cities and towns across 152 
countries and territories to switch lights off for an hour as a 
massive show of concern for the environment.

To find out more and how you can take part in this worthwhile 
initiative go to; www.wwf.org.uk/earthhour

What Size is Your Carbon 
Footprint?
Can YOU contribute more to help the environment, help bring 
a slow down on the global warming effect?  Well yes, YOU can, 
and here are just a few ways to help out and what’s more, it’s 
“cool” to do so!

1. By reducing air travel - Did you know that 
a single return flight from London to New 
York contributes to almost a quarter of the 
average person’s annual carbon emissions? 
Even short domestic flights leave a significant 
carbon footprint! 

2. Don’t beef it up - Both cows and sheep 
emit large quantities of methane gas, a 
powerful global warming gas. So by eating 
less meat you can reduce the size of your 

ca rbon 
footprint and feel 
healthier. 

3. Insulation - Keep warm 
and at the same time 
reduce your energy bill. 
Poorly insulated homes 
require large quantities of 
energy to heat so look at 
improving loft insulation 
and draught proofing 
windows and doors.

4. Taking the car – 
Reducing the mileage of 
an average new car from 
15,000 miles to 10,000 miles a year can save more than 1000kg of CO2 that’s about 15% 
of the average person’s footprint. Take the train or the bus and sit back and enjoy the 
journey.
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“At last we’ve found it……
our carbon footprint.”

EARTH 
HOUR
Saturday 25th March

 8.30 pm


